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Abstract 


ESOL teachers have different didactic resources to choose from when planning their 
lesson plans. The most powerful of these didactic tools is probably, the use of music. Learning 
with music as part of the curriculum, can increase considerably students” participation and 
encouragement in the classroom as well as quiz results and formal assessments. This project 
provides teachers with a selection of Pop songs, comprehension questions and a series of 
activities that can be implemented in ESOL learning environments to enhance students practice 
of vocabulary, idioms, pronunciation, speaking, reading, writing and more. Teachers can find 
four different types of difficulty depending on students’ levels: Newcomers, beginners, 
intermediate and advanced. Songs for newcomers have few words in the lyrics and are repeated 
many times for students to sing along and memorize new words. The content in the songs is 
simple, easy to sing along and understand. However, difficulty of the vocabulary, content of the 
songs and pace of speech, (number of words per minute in the song), increases in the same way 
as the level gets more complex. Students can practice also with smart apps or with the resources 
recommended on this work and teachers can cooperate to create similar activities that will 


improve class participation and English learning results. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction 


Speaking English has been for a long time a skill that many people consider an important 
part in life to those who want to travel around the world or those who want to have an extra 
advantage among others when trying to find a job. Teachers of English around the world are 
constantly reflecting on this fact and developing multiple strategies and techniques to help 
students learn in more efficient and didactic ways. Teachers are constantly planning, 
implementing, observing, and reorienting what they do in their lessons, so students find 
themselves engaged and learning English while having fun. 

Simultaneously, on many occasions, ESOL students have a hard time while learning this 
language due to the fact that many of these students come to the United States from different 
parts of the world, and they have to learn, in some cases, totally different systems of writing, 
phonemes, and cultural practices that are new and overwhelming to them. 

Based on this phenomenon, I want to present in this thesis a reflection on how pop music 
can be used as a powerful tool to enhance the students” learning process based on a series of pop 
songs in English, strategically selected according to students” levels: newcomers, beginners, 
intermediate, and advanced. In Chapter 4, I present a set of songs that were chosen based on 
popularity, difficulty, content of the lyrics, and different levels of pronunciation that will help 
students develop, not only their oral skills, but also their vocabulary, idioms knowledge, 


pronunciation, and reading comprehension skills. 


Pop Music is the genre that was selected to be the backbone of this pedagogical proposal 
due to the undoubtably power and influence that internationally famous artists like Taylor Swift, 
Jennifer Lopez, Beyoncé, Lady Gaga, Bruno Mars, Cardi B, Michael Jackson, or Justin Beaver 
have in almost any person who is learning English. Their music is catchy, and their lyrics are 
easy to pronounce and listen to. 

In the same way, and taking into account Lems” work (1996) some of the criteria to 
choose music in TESOL are that students will find motivation in their English practice and will 
be likely listening to the songs in their personal time and will want to share it with others. Taking 
this into account, students will have a more solid and life-lasting process of learning English, not 
only in the classroom, but anywhere they play their favorite songs. 

According to Lems (2002), music can be used for a wide range of purposes like reading 
comprehension, listening comprehension, cultural awareness, oral skills, vocabulary, and idiom 
study as well as the syntax model. With this, an unlimited range of possibilities is opened to 
explore how the use of the right songs with specific purposes can potentially create a positive 
impact on ESOL students. 

The key concept to keep in mind is, not only how music can activate parts of the brain 
when learning or practicing a new concept, but also to what extend music can have an impact on 
long term learning or learning for life. It is well known that many parents use music to stimulate a 
baby’s brain in the mother’s womb in order to create better and stronger neuronal connections 
that will have a positive impact in their future learning processes. 

Another scenario that contemplates the power of music that is explored in this work is 
found in the clinical field. Patients who are in a comma state or in any motion-limited state, show 


signs of neuronal activity when exposed to their favorite music. Emotions are a powerful 


ingredient in learning any new concept and pop music is the perfect tool to put those concepts 
together: meaningful learning and sensorial stimuli. 

According to Karpicke and Grimaldi (2012) “learning represents the ability to use past 
experiences in the service of the present. If a person has learned something, it means they are 
capable of using information available in a particular context...” (p. 401), the more powerful the 
experience is, the easier 1t will be for the brain to retrieve that information, remember it, and use 
1t. Pop music can be based on the analysis found in this thesis, the proper instrument to create 
meaningful and memorable learning experiences in TESOL. 

Teachers will have with this work an entertaining, different, and didactic proposal to teach 
English as a second language and keep in mind the concept of learning short, mid, and long term 
seen as concepts that go along with the process of learning perse. Teachers will be able to 
cooperate with each other and create better classroom environments where students feel 
comfortable and develop their communicative skills in meaningful ways using their favorite pop 


songs. 


Chapter 2: Literature Review 


Speaking a language is a skill that is normally developed through a process that people 
start at an early stage in life. This constant progression of learning is rooted in observation and 
repetition with the guidance and help that a parental figure can provide. According to Chomsky 
and Keyser (1988), “Speakers are constantly confronted with expressions that they have never 
encountered in their previous linguistic experience, and that they can nevertheless produce and 
understand with no effort” (p. 2), which means that, exposure is key in the learning process of a 
language. The more the learners interact with native speakers (pairs, friends, or relatives), listen 
to music or watch TV shows in the target language, the higher the chances are that the learners 
will develop effective communicative skills. 

Speaking can be one the first communicative skills that native speakers develop at early 
stages in life. However, English as a second language students (ESOL) have a series of 
challenges to encounter when learning a second language that are part of embracing, not only a 
new language, but also a new culture. Jin and Erben (2007 as cited in Levak, 2017) highlighted 
the difficulty ESOL learners meet when they have limited access to native speakers or in other 
words, real interaction with speakers of the target language. Many techniques for teaching a 
language can be used. but only those that implement meaningful interactions can help students of 
a second language develop a better understanding and natural use of English as a second 


language. 


The Power of Music 

One of the tools that has been used to create these meaningful experiences and help 
students develop a better level of pronunciation and vocabulary is the use of music in the learning 
environment. The Cambridge Dictionary (2020) has defined music as “a pattern of sounds made 
by musical instruments, voices or computers, or a combination of these, intended to give pleasure 
to people listening to it” (n.p.). Music is intended to create, not only an experience, but also a 
reaction in the listener. In fact, Quirk (1997) has recognized the healing properties of music in 
catatonic patients and also mentioned studies from Michigan State University that analyzed the 
biochemical positive effects of music in patients with dementia or Alzheimer’s. Additionally, 
music can help people with memory issues who cannot even remember their spouses. Music can 
activate sections in the brain, so a patient with memory limitations can recognize their favorite 
song and distinguish those tunes from other random songs (Quirck, 1997). 

Using music in education is a concept that is not new at all. Lozanov (2005 as cited in 
Mustapha, 2018) gave an illustration of a teaching technique named Suggestopedia, stating that 
students who are learning languages in a relaxed environment can learn up to three times faster 
than students in conventional conditions. This relaxation can be achieved by using visual art or 
music that can create a state of mind where the student can feel productive and focused 
(Mustapha, 2018). Suggestopedia was designed in the 1970s with the purpose of reducing 
negative emotions related to learning a second language like anxiety or overwhelmedness 
(Mustapha, 2018). 

Suggestopedia is one of pedagogical techniques that uses music. Students can benefit 
from the use of Suggestopedia in a learning environment. It was scientifically proven that 


students’ results in learning a language are considerably better while the students are surrounded 


by art and music. Mustapha (2018) found data that showed how the use of music while teaching a 
second language can be a key factor in students overcoming their fears and having better listening 
and speaking skills. 

Gritzalis (2008) has mentioned that music can have therapeutical effects when it is used in 
hypnosis sessions. The use of music can have an immense power and influence on human beings 
and can be part of medical treatments to create an environment where the patient is relaxed and in 
a submissive mood (Gritzalis, 2008). Different professionals in the medical field have used these 
therapeutical methods to reinforce traditional medicine while working with the amount of 
dopamine the body secretes when a person listens to their favorite song (Gritzalis, 2008). 

Lubetzky et al. (2010) revealed a study that showed how Mozart's music helped preterm 
infants in the womb slow down their metabolism and gain weight when needed. Apparently, the 
soothing essence of Mozart's pieces can contribute somehow to a more relaxed heartbeat and a 
better emotional state (Lubetzky et al., 2010). It is uncertain what exactly produces this positive 
effect in infants. However, what can be established for certain is that Mozart’s music can 
contribute to saving lives. 

Music also has the power to bring people together. Singing and other rhythmic activities 
are an intrinsic part of our society. It is part of our social daily life in celebrations, birthday 
parties, or even entertainment moments like at karaoke bars (Bennet, 2019). People use music to 
cheer their spirits, release stress, or even help them cope with emotional distress after a 
sentimental break up. Music is rooted in almost every experience and emotion in life. It is ergo, 
undeniable to assert that music is an experience and can be used in the classroom for better 


results, due to its influence and power (Bennet, 2019). 


Music in Education 

A teacher must be an artist that sees limitations as creative opportunities. Every teacher 
must be awake to the infinite amount of possibilities that a teacher has in the classroom in terms 
of ways to innovate and teach the most effective ways. Likewise, teachers must be engaging with 
the audience, keeping a clear and sharp use of language and, last but not least, the use of realia, 
engaging repetition and the familiarity of what students want and need in the classroom aligned 
to what they need to learn as explained by Cahnmann-Taylor and Zhang (2018). 

Akbary et al. (2016) developed a study in which they used music to teach successfully 
phrasal verbs and increase students” vocabulary at the same time. The authors of the study came 
to the conclusion that students needed exposure to learn ESOL and that technology and the 
internet could be a good way to start. Books are put in contrast to what music can teach. Music 
can be an evidence of what real language can be whereas a textbook is just the writer’s and 
editor”s perspective of what students “need” to learn according to an ideal curriculum (Akbary et 
al., 2016). 

The use of music in the classroom can enhance, not only speaking, but also the other 
communicative skills essential to language proficiency. Jolly (1975 as cited in Shabani and 
Torkeh, 2014) confirmed that music can be an effective tool in the development of reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking. Listening to music activates both parts of the brain: 
pronunciation, rhythm, and performance are processed in the left hemisphere while aspects 
related to the emotions that are transmitted through a song are managed by the right hemisphere 
without learners being conscious of this fact (Shabani and Torkeh, 2014). When students are 
listening to their favorite songs in the classroom, many brain connections are being created all at 


once. 


Music can improve memory. Smith (1985 as cited in Balch et al., 1992) developed a study 
where a group of people were told to memorize a set of words for a test and divided into three 
groups. One group studied with jazz music, the second with classical music, and the third group 
with no music (Smith, 1985 as cited in Balch et al., 1992). The researcher did not focus on the 
results of this first test, but on a second test that was unannounced two days after the first test 
(Smith, 1985 as cited in Balch et al., 1992). Results of this investigation showed that when the 
subjects were exposed to the same music when studying one more time, tests results improved 
(Smith, 1985 as cited in Balch et al., 1992). Music can activate different areas in the brain and 
enhance the experience of learning, memorizing, or improving communicative skills. Using 
music with specific purposes and with detailed methodology, teachers can create lesson plans for 
students to perform better on their exams as Balch (1992) explained in the research. 

Music has also been used to create a social change in communities in general. A good 
example of this can be seen with Garcia and Ortega (2020) who introduced in their work terms 
like: “languaging” and “musicking” (p. 45). The authors stated that both, language and music, 
should not be seen as nouns anymore but as verbs due to their relationship and organic growth in 
relationship to people and in terms of how both are present in every social interaction (Garcia and 
Ortega, 2020). In the same way, the authors highlighted the power of music in education and its 
capability of reinforcing identify of a minority while using music as a didactic resource in 


classroom environments. 


Singing, Music and Learning 
Singing can also have positive effects on our brains. Lake (2002) has explained that 


studies developed at the University of California found that music prepares the brain for higher 


order thinking. Researchers designed an experiment observing two groups of preschoolers; the 
first received piano and singing lessons every day for three months contrasted with another group 
that did not (Lake, 2002). Results displayed that the first group performed better on their tests at a 
rate of 80% in contrast to the group that had no music stimuli (Lake, 2002). The influence of 
music and singing in education can be considered, not just as part of a mere environmental décor, 
but also as the main focus for a class where a teacher wants to train their students to perform with 
more confidence in formal assessments (Lake, 2002). 

Singing to the lyrics of a catchy song can have a positive impact on ESOL students. 
Cohen (1994 as cited in Kennedy & Scott, 2005) indicated that singing is a valuable tool to 
develop and use language skills in a fluent way with the right pronunciation and articulation. In 
the same way, Montello (1998 as cited in Kennedy & Scott, 2005) stated that rhythmic 
improvisation contributes to the improvement of social skills, self-esteem, and attention deficit 
behavior in teenagers with emotional and behavioral problems. 

Teachers might serve as inspiration for their students to go above and beyond through 
leveraging a multitude of educational techniques. In a research study conducted by White (1998), 
the passion of a single teacher stood out above the other instructors. Mrs. Cupelli, elementary 
school teacher, had spent her time working hard to prove to her students that singing should be as 
natural as talking (White, 1998). She used her music and singing classes to create confidence in 
her students by letting them know that they were all human beings with weaknesses and strengths 
(White, 1998). Mrs. Cupelli had enjoyed taking off the load of learning from the students” 


shoulders to make them feel comfortable and confident with music and singing (White, 1998). 


Song Lyrics in Learning Environments 
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Another learning tool that can be used in TESOL environments is song lyrics. The right 
use of the lyrics of a song in the classroom can improve the way a student perceives the language 
considerably (Failoni, 1993). Failoni (1993) explained that the lyrics of a song can teach way 
more than just the words. Liaison, linking, colloquial expressions, and rhyme and rhythm of the 
syllables can all be explored in advanced levels of English (Failoni, 1993). Teachers can explore 
different methodologies to emphasize colloquial expressions (Failoni, 1993). While working on 
vocabulary activities or developing creative writing activities, teachers can emphasize rhymes 
and writing alternate lyrics to the same song (Failoni, 1993). 

Song lyrics can be used in ESL or EFL environments since they are a sample of real 
English and can be studied as such (Lems, 1996). Lems (1996) used lyrics of songs like 
“Gangsta’s Paradise” or “My Name is Joe” to work on reading and writing skills. Students were 
asked in the research to interpret the author’s point of view and feelings (Lems, 1996). Along 
with this, vocabulary was explored and explained with specific definitions provided to students 
(Lems, 1996). With the implementation of activities based on song lyrics, students can get a 
different perspective of the songs (Lems, 1996). This teaching method displays the connection 
between the content of the song lyrics related to learning a second language and the culture. 

Using technology can be an important part in practicing English with song lyrics. 
Nipattamanon (2018) explained that karaoke can be an influential tool to practice English 
anywhere and at any time if students download one of the several apps designed for that purpose. 
Karaoke also allows students to practice receptive and productive skills through constant 
repetition (Nipattamanon, 2018). The use of karaoke in ESOL lessons can help develop a warm 
and relaxed environment where students feel confident and engaged enough to practice in front of 


the teacher (Nipattamanon, 2018). Students who do not feel comfortable enough to perform with 
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their partners can leverage Karaoke to practice alone in their personal time (Nipattamanon, 2018). 
Teachers can implement in the syllabus the use of specific songs and practice during class time, 


tutoring sessions, or as homework. Other websites that can guide students through the practice of 


song lyrics are www.lyricstraining.com, www.lyricsgaps.com, or www.lyrics.com. 


Pop Music and Culture 

Different genres of music have varying levels of influence on people’s identity. Certain 
genres of music have within them a culture, slang, and even an outfit style that can impact 
students’ view of the world (Liu & Lin, 2017). One of the most powerful genres in music around 
the world is pop. According to online Merriam Webster dictionary pop, short for popular, is: 
“anything related to what is spread around using the internet, social media, TV or any massive 
mean of communication” (Merriam-Webster, 2020, n.p.). Pop can influence almost everything in 
society: music, visual arts, ideologies, etc. 

In their research about pop culture and its influence in education, Liu and Lin (2017) 
referenced different authors to highlight the potential of pop culture in education due to the 
massive access and influence in almost every method of communication. In fact, Richards (1996 
as cited in Liu & Lin, 2017) put pop music at the top of the list as the cultural genre with the 
highest pedagogical potential to be used in TESOL environments. 

Many musicians deny the value of pop music by considering it of no value. Adorno (1990 
as cited in Warner, 2017) made a clear and drastic comparison between what he considered 
“serious” music versus pop music. To Adorno (1990), pop music uses standard forms in which 
parts seem to be used in many songs, and the metric is basic and is not intended to create an 


artistic response compared to “serious” music (classical, jazz, opera). However, this constant 
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pattern of basic structures when used in the classroom can have a positive influence in young 
students with little or basic training in music (Warner, 2017). Young students benefit and enjoy 
the simplicity of popular genre, repeating the sounds that they hear (Warner, 2017). 

Beasly et al. (2008) studied a population of individuals at the University of Taiwan 
discovering that those who are 29 years old or younger tend to have more contact with the 
American pop culture and music than those 30 or older. Pop music tends to have more effects on 
young students who are constantly looking to be part of what is on fashion or trendy (Beasly et 
al., 2008). Apparently, over the years, this pursuit of trendy fashions fades away (Beasly et al., 
2008). 

Students can be taught how pop music is an informal expression and differentiate 1t from 
formal ways of speech (Middleton, 2000). Middleton (2000) highlighted this important issue and 
recommended to teachers to create awareness in students of the fact that many pop songs use 
more of a poetic language than an academic style. This portrays the use of pop music, culture, 
and lyrics as one point of reference for learning English, but not as the main focus (Middleton, 
2000). Learning English with pop song lyrics, music videos, and singing can also be a side tool to 
be considered in the classroom (Middleton, 2000). 

In contrast to detractors of pop music, it is undeniable that pop music is here to stay. 
According to Jones (2002), the number of consumers interested in pop music has been constantly 
increasing for the past few decades, and this trend is only growing due to the high offer and wide 
variety of artists and songs on the market (Jones, 2002). Pop music is used everywhere we look: 
in a TV commercial, social media, or even in the song used when put on hold on a customer 
service call. Platforms like Spotify, YouTube, Apple Music and more, have created an easy way 


to interact with people’s favorite artists. 
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The influence of pop music and English language is widely spread. Moody (2006) 
explained that it is notable how Japanese youngsters are creating their own version of American 
pop, they call it commonly J-pop. From a point of view of learning English, it is positive since 
according to the author, the young Japanese population decide to use words in English instead of 
their own native language (Moody, 2006). However, from the perspective of traditional Japanese 
linguists, this American pop influence is affecting the way Japanese native speakers communicate 
with each other (Moody, 2006). 

Something similar in terms of how English and pop culture have influenced the world can 
be found in South Korea. Oh and Park (2012) recognized the immense success of the new trendy 
world-wide known K-pop that owes its popularity to the well-known influence of mass media, 
YouTube, and other video streaming platforms (Oh & Park. 2012). K-pop lyrics can easily have 
many words in English mixed within the original language in which the songs are written (Oh & 
Park, 2012). These words in English make songs catchy and address an international audience 


(Oh & Park, 2012). 


Conclusion 

Because music has influence throughout the world, the use of music in the classroom to 
teach English helps students connect to the language. Music and the media’s promotion and focus 
of certain features continue to influence of pop culture in society. For instance, Huq (2007) 
described how Ozzy Osbourn who was at one time exclusive in the heavy metal genre became a 
pop star due to the MTV show The Osbourn’s. The influence of mass media determines how 
people perceive what is pop or not (Huq, 2007). Industry creative producers are in charge of 


deciding what the best options are to offer the audience, so they decide what is soon to be trendy 
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or in fashion (Huq, 2007). Therefore, teachers can use this massive influence of pop music to 
teach English in the classroom. Not only can grammar and vocabulary be taught through music in 
a classroom setting, but grammar and vocabulary can also create a fun learning environment 
where students can practice English anywhere students have access to a smartphone and Wi-Fi 


connection. 


Chapter 3: Project Design 


In this chapter, the rationale for designing a pedagogical proposal based on the use of Pop 
Music in TESOL is presented. Within this thesis, teachers and students can have access to a 
categorized-per-level selection of songs that can be implemented in lesson plans designed to 
teach English vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar, idioms, reading, writing, speaking, and more 

English is one of the most spoken language around the world. Based on David (2006), 67 
nations have English as the official language and another 27 where English is spoken as a second 
language. Over 1.2 million people speak English around the world. On top of this, this number is 
only increased by the number of people who are currently learning 1t and soon will speak it to get 
a better job, travel around the world, or make their American dream come true. 

When students struggle with motivation and difficulties in pronunciation, vocabulary, 
grammar, listening or any of the other skills developed in learning English, using Pop music 
(song lyrics, video clips, karaoke apps) in the lesson plans can make a difference. Many ESOL 
students around the world can make good use of Pop song lyrics and increase their knowledge of 
the language, as well as, culture, idioms and social common trends of behavior like short video 
clip dance moves that millions of people mimic through dancing on Tik Tok. 

The use of music can be beneficial in the use of materials to teach English as a second 
language. According to Kennedy (2005), music can be used to develop language comprehension, 


dissolve cultural barriers, and work on other skills if it is used in a structured lesson plan with 
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specific purposes. Music has unlimited uses and can be a powerful tool to use in the classroom in 
TESOL. 

In the same study, Cohen (1994 as cited in Kennedy, 2005) highlighted that singing can 
be used to develop and improve oral skills like diction, fluency, and rate of speech. With the use 
of music and singing in the classroom, teachers can facilitate teaching environments where 
students feel confident and secure to practice with music without being afraid of making 
mistakes. Teachers can encourage students to practice singing in English, so they can improve 
their pronunciation and develop better quality in rates of diction and speech. Teachers can use as 
a side tool karaoke smartphone apps that can lead students have the extra practice that can 
enhance their learning process. 

Music has an infinite range of genres around the world. The website www.everynoise.com 
has a decent description of the thousands of genres the most reckless mind in its wildest dreams 
could ever imagine. Out of the several options to choose from, Pop music was chosen as the main 
point of reference for this thesis due to the immense influence around the world. According to 
this website, there are over 425 different varieties of Pop music around the world. This type of 
music, linked with what is massively transmitted in the mass media, has a tremendous impact on 
every culture around the world. 

Teachers find in this pedagogical tool, aids to practice with students, different types of 
activities. On the one hand, if the lesson plan is addressed to work on vocabulary, teachers can do 
the classic “fill in the gaps” activity to practice listening or vocabulary. On the other hand, if the 
aim of the class is to develop deeper reading and writing skills, using this selection of pop song 


lyrics can develop interpretative, argumentative, or critical skills. 
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One of the strategies that teachers can use along with these pop song lyrics is promoting 
singing with the use of the apps “StarMaker:Sing free karaoke,” “Smule: Social Karaoke 
singing,” or “Free Karaoke Party,” free applications that can be used anywhere and anytime. 
Besides this, teachers can consider using more options online like www.lyricstraining.com, 
www.lyricsgaps.com or www.lyrics.com and practice vocabulary, pronunciation, idioms or other 
reading comprehension skills. 

Aligning what is practiced in TESOL environments (classrooms or zoom meetings) with 
technology can have a considerable impact in students learning English. Thanks to the 
overwhelming use of smartphones in the modern world, students can practice everywhere they go 
their phones to have a good time, sing and enhance their English level through Pop Song lyrics 
practice. 

Teacher’s discretion is recommended to establish the level of material according to the 
students’ level: 

e Newcomers: Students with basic or null knowledge of English. 

e Beginners: Students with basic knowledge of English. Students who know how to 
introduce themselves, talk about basic routines, and basic vocabulary. 

e Intermediate: Students who are able to communicate in the four basic skills: reading, 
writing, speaking and listening, in present, past and future tense with basic use of 
vocabulary in English. 

e Advanced: Students are able to communicate through reading, writing, listening 


and speaking in all basic tenses and modes in English. 


Chapter 4: Project Design 


The following activities based on pop music are divided into four categories according to 
students” level of English: students with an almost null or limited knowledge of the language, 
beginners, intermediate and advanced. With any of these songs, teachers can do the traditional 
“fill in the gaps” activity which is a basic practice of vocabulary and pronunciation with the lyrics 
of the son on a piece of paper and a few words missing for students to complete as they listen to 
the song many times. Each section below has an introduction which is a series of reflections 
about a general view of the songs enlisted and a few recommendations for teachers. On top of 
that, there will be a recommendation of the key words in terms of vocabulary and pronunciation 


for teachers to prepare beforehand. 


NEWCOMERS 

Newcomers, considering their null or limited level of English, it is suggested to choose 
songs with few lyrics and with a good amount of repetition. Besides this, the role of the teacher is 
crucial in the success of the implementation of the songs. Teachers must be active, project a 
positive energy and be constantly smiling making sure articulation, enunciation and 
pronunciation are properly made so students can feel confident and not overwhelmed. In the same 
way, teachers can slow down the pace of speech so students can have the feeling that English is 
easy and fun. In general term, students can be introduced to English language and culture with 


the following songs that were carefully selected according to the criteria mentioned above. 
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SONGS TO CONSIDER 
Hello, my name is Joe (Pop-Traditional) 
Recommended version: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVEnGhV V YHg&ab_channel=ScottBierko 
Students can practice vocabulary about parts of the body. There is a couple of versions for 
this song but this is the one that is recommended. Teacher can introduce parts of the body prior 
the use of the song and show students the lyrics so they can practice the pronunciation. This song 
is designed mainly for kids but adaptations can be made to use it with teenagers or adults. A good 
message to teach adults to practice this song is that this song can be used with their children, 
nephews or nieces so they feel engaged and motivated with the practice. 
KEY WORDS: Name, factory, dog, house, family, busy, button, boss, tighten, knob, hand, foot, 
tongue. 
PRONUNCIATION: button, busy, tighten, hand. 
LYRICS OF THE SONG: 
Hello, my name is Joe 
And I work in a button factory, 
I have a dog, a house and a family, 
One day my boss he said to me 
Are you busy Joe? I said no, 
Then tighten this knob with your___. 
1) Left hand 


2) Right Hand 
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3) Left Foot 
4) Right Foot 
5) Head 

6) Tongue 


Last time when the boss asks: “are you busy Joe” students say YES and the song is over. 


If you're happy and you know it (Pop-traditional) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmSpNNtQK_k&ab_channel=DreamEnglishKids 





This song is usually used as an ice breaker activity due to the energy and up beat rhythm 
in it. The lyrics are not complex and are repeated on and on for easy memorization. Teachers are 
recommended to practice the moves before singing it with the students in order to enhance 
students’ encouragement and guarantee the success of the activity. 

KEY WORDS: happy, know, clap, hands, stomp, feet, face, surely, will, show, do. 
PRONUNCIATION: you’re, surely and hurray. 

SONG LYRICS: 

If you're happy and you know it, clap your hands (clap clap) 

If you're happy and you know it, clap your hands (clap clap) 

If you're happy and you know it, then your face will surely show it 


If you're happy and you know it, clap your hands. (clap clap) 


If you're happy and you know it, stomp your feet (stomp stomp) .... same as the first stanza 


If you're happy and you know it, shout "OK!" (OK!) ...same as the first stanza 


21 


If you're happy and you know it, do all three (clap-clap, stomp-stomp, hoo-ray!) ...same as the 


first stanza. 


Head, shoulders, knees and toes. (Pop-Traditional) 
Recommended version: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTKmhj2edQ0&ab_channel=MattRousseau 

This song has basically eight parts of the body as part of the main vocabulary. It is easy 
and the song recommendation is funny and upbeat. The key to the success of this song is to point 
at the parts of the body while singing along with students. Teachers singing along with students 
and mimicking the same moves can create a more powerful and meaningful experience of 
learning. 
KEY WORDS: Head, shoulders, knees, toes, eyes, ears, mouth, nose. 
PRONUNCIATION: shoulders, toes and mouth. 
SONG LYRICS: 
Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes (x2) 
Eyes and ears and mouth and nose, 


Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes. 


Happy birthday (Pop-Traditional) 
Recommended Version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laPhvAZ_2m4&ab_channel=LuckySeven 
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This song has probably the most repeated melody around the world. Due to the massive 
influence of social media, people can easily find this song on TV shows or movies. Teachers can 
use this song to introduce the vocabulary study of months and numbers in English. 

KEY WORDS: Happy, birthday, dear. 
PRONUNCIATION: happy, birthday, dear, to 
SONG LYRICS: 

Happy birthday to you, Happy birthday to you 


Happy birthday dear (person’s name), Happy birthday to you. 


The wheels on the bus (Pop-Traditional) 
Recommended version: 


https: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFHBfFAmcbcéab_channel=KatieCutieKidsTV 





This song is mainly addressed to kids. However, variations can be made by the teacher. It 
has a limited range of vocabulary and the melody is repeated over and over. This repetition can 
be beneficial for memorization of new vocabulary. Teacher role in acting the words that are part 
of the song is important, this means, if everyone is singing “round” teachers can move their arms 
as in a round shape to reinforce the concept of roll and promote a visual learning aid with their 
bodies as an extra resource. 

KEY WORDS: wheels, go, bus, round, all, through, town, wipers, swish, horn, goes, beep, doors, 
open, shut, driver, move on, back, dog, woof, baby, wah, mommy, shh. 

PRONUNCIATION: wheels, bus, round, through, swish, horn, beep, shut and woof. 

SONG LYRICS: 


The wheels on the bus go round and round, 
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round and round, round and round 

The wheels on the bus go round and round, all through the town. 
The wipers on the bus go, swish, swish, swish, 

swish, swish, swish, 

The wipers on the bus go, swish, swish, swish, all through the town. 
(The next parts have the same structure that the “wipers and the wheels”) 
The horn on the bus goes, beep, beep, beep... 

The doors on the bus go open and shut... 

The driver on the bus goes, move on back... 

The dog on the bus goes, woof, woof, woof... 

The baby on the bus goes, wah, wah, wah... 

The mommy on the bus goes, shh, shh, shh... 


The wheels on the bus go, round and round... 


Hello, Goodbye (The Beatles) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rblYSKz_VnI&ab_channel=TheBeatles VEVO 





This is a song by The Beatles which is one of the most iconic bands of earth. The rhythm 
of the song is catchy and the song video is colorful and entertaining. Students can practice 
greetings before and after the practice with this song. On a side note, at the end of this song, The 
Beatles sing something that doesn’t really seem to make sense in terms of regular use of English. 
Teachers should listen to the song and decide before hand how to handle this part. 


KEY WORDS: say, yes, no, stop, go, goodbye, hello, don’t, know, why, high, low, do, 
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PRONUNCIATION: say, no, stop, goodbye, do. 


Bingo Dog Song 
Recommended version: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUNbX_6MYUY&ab_channel=TheKiboomers- 
KidsMusicChannel 

With a catchy Old McDonald rhythm beat this song is good to practice spelling and 
pronunciation. Students sing along with the teacher and can clap or stomp on the floor while 
spelling the name of the dog: Bingo. 
KEY WORDS: There was, farmer, had, 
PRONUNCIATION: there, was, farmer, had, dog. 
SONG LYRICS: 
There was a farmer who had a dog and Bingo was its name (oh) 
B.I.N.G.O (x3) (spelling the name of the dog) 


And Bingo was its name (oh) 


The second time this song is sung, when spelling Bingo, clap or stump with your feet 
when it is time to say the letter B in Bingo. The third time, when it is the time to spell Bingo, clap 
or stump your feet instead of saying the letters B and I. Next round, clap or stump for the letters 
B, I and N and so on. Most of the times students tend to forget some of the letters so the teacher 
must be singing and leading the song constantly. Teachers may vary the clap sound with the 


stump, small jumps or any different sound that replaces the saying of the letters out loud. 
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BEGINNERS 

Students with this level of English are expected to know the basic vocabulary in English, 
that is, numbers, colors, parts of the body, family members, places and present tense among other 
basic topics. The among of words for this level is increased and more complex words, 
expressions and idioms start to take part of the practice. Teachers are expected speak slowly and 


articulated but using more commonly used words in their speech. Consider the songs that follow: 


Love song (The cure) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hX CKLJGLENs&ab_channel=R HINO 





This song has a pop rock classic beat in it and it is one of the most famous songs of all 
times. As part of the pop culture, it was used in the movie “50 first dates” in a cover made by the 
band “311”. The pace of the singing is considerably slow and the lyrics have simple words for 
students to comprehend and sing along. Teachers can provide the lyrics of the song with some 
words missing and have students complete the lyrics with words they think it might fit and 
practice word predictions. 

KEY WORDS: whenever, again, whole, make, away, long, free, clean. 


PRONUNCIATION: again, whole, home, make, away, free, clean. 


Baby can I hold you (Tracy Chapman) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QvYSckKSL5g&ab_channel=ShoutFactory VEVO 
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With a limited number of words in the song lyrics, this song is a slow pace piece of music 
with a romantic message. Teachers must take into account that there is an expression that needs 
to be explained in line two, that says “Years gone by”. In certain occasions, song writers break 
grammar rules and give themselves a type of poetic license to bend grammar or syntax. Teachers 
can explain how it could be the best way to express the same idea with proper grammar and have 
students compare and understand similarities and differences between proper and pragmatic 
English. 

KEY WORDS: Sorry, still, years, come, easily, hold, 


PRONUNCIATION: Sorry, can’t, gone, words, easily. 


Friday, I’m in love (The Cure) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0thnAQKadpo&ab_channel=TheCure VEVO 





This is a classic of pop rock of all times. The lyrics are simple and repetitive and the 
melody has a catchy pattern to easily sing along. This song is perfect to practice the days of the 
week along with the simple present tense. In the same way, some expressions that can be 
practice: “dressed up to the eye”, (meaning elegant) “to see your shoes and your spirits raise” 
(probably meaning dancing and being happy), “throw out your frown” (meaning stop being 
upset), “sleek as a shriek” (probably meaning happily smiling) and “blue” as sad. 

KEY WORDS: be in love, break, comes, hesitate, heart attack, 


PRONUNCIATION: watch, care, fall, I’m in, walls. 


Stand by me (Ben E. King) 
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Recommended version: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwZNL7QVJjE&ab_channel=SoulfulSounds 

This famous soul song has been used in movies and series due to the catchy and romantic 
lyrics found in this piece of art. Teachers can give students isolated lines or verses of this song 
and have students put the verses togethers as they listen to them. Complexity for this activity can 
be increased by giving out just isolated words in pieces of paper for students to put together a sort 
of puzzle with the song lyrics. 
KEY WORDS: afraid, as long as, stand, look upon, tumble, crumble, shed, whenever. 


PRONUNCIATION: has, dark, moon, afraid, stand, tumble, crumble, tear. 


Don’t let me down (The Beatles) 
Recommended version 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NCtzkaL2t_Y&ab_channel=TheBeatles VEVO 





Probably one of the most famous songs by the Beatles, “don’t let me down” is a slow pop 
rock song that has few lines in the lyrics. Teachers can have students listen to the song with the 
lyrics on a screen or on paper. After this, teacher can make a dictation with the song or reading 
out loud the lyrics for students to take notes of the whole text. This can develop listening and 
writing skills while increasing vocabulary knowledge in the target language. Some expressions 
that can be explained by the teachers are: “let me down” (disappoint), “she do me” and “she done 
me good” grammatically incorrect expressions. Once again, teacher must explain the poetic 
license that The Beatles take by not expressing the proper grammar syntax for those verses. 

KEY WORDS: let me down, first time, last, 


PRONUNCIATION: down, last, lasts, done. 
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New Rules (Dua Lipa) 
Recommended version; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CIhLNUPqv8Q&ab_channel=TazNetwork 

Dua Lipa, 25-year-old British singer is one of the most important raising pop singers in 
the world in the current days. Lipa sings one of her most famous songs New Rules which is a 
song about not coming back with an ex-boyfriend. Teachers can practice identifying nouns, 
adjectives, rules and adjectives by asking students to underline them each one with a different 
color. Besides, this, students can practice expressions like: “make me crazy” (stressed out), “kick 
him out” (send someone away), “push forwards” (trying) and “standing back from it” (analyze a 
situation). 
KEY WORDS: wrote, read (past), hoping, pick up the phone, get over him, forwards, backwards. 


PRONUNCIATION: talkin’ in, makin’, out of, wrote, read (past), count’em, 


Happy (Pharrell) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmCDgqX3ngfA&ab_channel=DopeLyrics 





Pharrell Williams released this song to talk about how to be happy despite of the 
adversities. Teachers can ask students to memorize this song as part of a final project. Visual aids 
can be requested while making the final presentation. This project can be in groups of 3 or 2 
students depending on the needs of the class. Some expressions that can be worked are: “take a 
break” (rest), “hold back” (not giving a 100% to something), “waste time” (no productive) and 


“bring me down” (make me sad). 
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KEY WORDS: might, seem, clap, roof, could, balloon, truth, warn, too high. 


PRONUNCIATION: seem, “bout, balloon, here, news, high. 


Lady, hear me tonight (Modjo) 
Recommended version: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5BIchwsH_4&ab_channel=Yui 

This is a pop disco song with a hype beat to it. With only two stanzas, this song is perfect 
for students to completely memorize and practice pronunciation. Some expressions that can be 
worked with students are: “my feeling is right” (meaning I’m honest) and “get you out of my 
head” (forget someone). Besides this, teachers can ask students to change some of the words in 
the lyrics for other words that make sense. This can develop writing and reading skills from a 
creative point of view. 
KEY WORDS: hear, feeling, moonlight, delight, the look. 


PRONUCIATION: hear, dance, delight, get you. 


Lemon Tree (Fool’s Garden) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2U1Y 2wivTs&ab_channel=DopeLyrics 





One more time, a British singer becomes part of catchy songs that can be used to learn 
pop culture through music. Teachers can practice rhyming with the verse in the lyrics. First, 
students can highlight with different colors those words that rhyme in the lyrics provided 
previously. Teacher can provide a list of some other words that can rhyme with the words in the 


lyrics of the song and students can put them in the same category. Modeling pronunciation is 
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completely important for the success of this activity. Teachers can ask students to create alternate 
versions of the song by changing the words that rhyme at the end of some of the verses. Some 
expressions that can be studied are: “hang around” (spend time with friends), “turn my head up 
and down” (bored and lonely), “drive around” (drive with no decided destination), “cloud inside 
my head” (confused) and “desert of joy” (sad). 

KEY WORDS: boring, rainy, wasting, hang around, wonder, driving, point of view, cloud, 
isolation, desert, 


PRONUNCIATION: Sitting, boring, rainy, around, ‘bout, turning, isolation, desert. 


Get Lucky (Daft Punk) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5gIDAaCaazc&ab_channel=7clouds 





This pop funk song is catchy and has an easy-to-listen-to rhythm in it. Probably the best 
song by Daft Punk, “get lucky” allows students to have a good time and practice English at the 
same time. Teacher can assign one line for students to read or sing one at the time. Student 1 read 
or sings the first verse, student 2 the second verse, etc. Teachers can use the sing along 
recommended version and then the karaoke version. Some expressions/phrasal verbs that can be 
explored in the song are: “give up” (to surrender) and “get lucky”. 

KEY WORDS: legend, phoenix, beginning, spinning, force, too far, raise, lucky, ribbon, gift. 
PRONUNCIATION: phoenix, beginning, keeps, far, she’s up, I’m up, ribbon, feeling, leave, 


we ve. 


INTERMEDIATE 


Students at this level of English are expected to dominate the basic tenses in English: 


present, past and future. The number of words in the vocabulary of a intermediate student is 
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considerable higher compared to a beginner. However, there are English phonemes that are still 


to be discovered and improved in pronunciation, as well as, idioms and expressions that are learnt 


along the way with reading and writing practice. Some songs that can help with this task can be: 


Believe (Cher) 


Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=safkWMNJdDg&ab_channel=Ihearttootsiepops 





This rebirth of pop artist Cher is a song that talks about being strong and resilient. 


Teachers can ask students to work on synonyms and rewrite the song in a new version of it and 


see if it makes sense or it is singable. At this level, students should be able to make emotional 


connections with their personal experiences. Teachers can ask the following questions to create 


an environment of discussion in the learning environment. 


COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 


1. 


2, 


3. 


4, 


5. 


6. 


Where do you think the expression “life after love” come from? 

What do you think it means? 

In the song, the singer feels rejected. How can we infer this? 

What could it mean “be strong enough” in the context of the song? 
When a person needs to “move on” what does that person actually need? 


The singer declares she will be fine in the song, How can we state this? 


PHRASAL VERBS: push aside (reject), break through (come inside), turn back (start again) and 


get through something (heal). 
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TENSES USED IN THE SONG: Present simple 90% Future 10% 


In the shallow (Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper) 
Recommended version: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aU_bj9SxvdU &ab_channel=7clouds 
“In the shallow” was probably the most important song in the movie “a star is born” 

featuring Gaga and Copper. The movie can be part of this song activity and students can perform 
short scene dialogues as part of speaking practice (teacher discretion is recommended). 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What do you think is the meaning of “being happy in this modern world”? 

2. What do you personally look for to be happy? 

3. The singer says in the song “I fear myself” What do you think it means? 

4. How can you explain the meaning of “keeping it hardcore” in the song? 

5. How do you interpret the metaphoric image of “in the shallow”? 


TENSES USED IN THE SONG: Present simple 30%, present continuous 50%, future 20%. 


Rolling in the deep (Adele) 


Recommended version 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJ_ly3iNvwc&ab_channel=MelanieAnderson 

One of the most talented pop singers around the world, Adele (English), released this song 
to depict a hear broken literally screaming in pain and sorrow. The emotional factor involved in 
this song can be used by the teacher in learning environments and create more memorable 


experiences while learning English. The expression “rolling in the deep” can have several 
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interpretations. One can be, having a close intimate relationship with a partner or feeling pain 
deep down inside the heart after a betrayal or loss. 

Besides this, the lyrics of this song are full of expressions and idioms that can be used by 
the teacher to create class discussions or to use on a daily basis in oral contexts. 
IDIOMS AND EXPRESSIONS: “fire starting in my heart” (rage), “fever pitch” (euphoria), 
“crystal clear” (very clear), “sell me out” (betray), “lay your ship bare” (expose lies) and many 
more that can be used in this link below. 
Possible interpretation: 


http://musicmeetsheart.blogspot.com/201 1/06/interpretation-of-adeles-song-rolling.html 





COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 
1. What interpretation you give to the expression “rolling in the deep in the song”? 
2. Do you think the author misses her past relationship? Use the lyrics to support your ideas. 
3. What is the meaning of “make your head burn”? 
4. In the first line the author says “bringing me out the dark”, what can be “the dark” 
according to your point of view? 
5. How can be interpreted the expression: “turned my sorrow into treasure gold”? 
TENSES USED IN THE SONG: Present simple 40%, Conditional Past Perfect 30%, present 


perfect 20%, simple past 5% future 5%. 


Perfect (Ed Sheeran) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPhpHvnnn0Q&ab_channel=7clouds 
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This song has been played in many weddings due to its high level of romanticism. British 


Ed Sheeran shows in this song easy and tender words to be used with a beloved one. Teachers 


can give students the lyrics of the song with different extra words in it for students to circle the 


right one they hear when the teacher plays the song with the students. This type of activity can be 


perfect to develop listening skills and after this reading comprehension skills. 


COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 


1. 


2; 


4. 


5. 


How do you interpret: “dive right in”? 
In the song it is possible to hear “I will not give you up this time”, What do you think 


happened before in their relationship? 


. What is “fighting against all odds”? 


Why do you think the means by stating that he is dancing barefoot in the dark? 


Why is it that the author says “I don’t deserve this”? 


TENSES USED IN THE SONG: Past simple 50%, present simple 20%, present continuous 20%, 


future 10%. 


She will be loved (Maroon 5) 


Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60eT4)_ Xf4w&ab_channel=GoldTunes 





Probably the on of the greatest radio hits by this American band, “She will be loved” is a 


soft pop song that can be used to practice and learn English with a set of non-challenging words 


in it. Teachers can find a cloze activity visit option by clicking on the following link as an extra 


resource. 
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https://en.islcollective.com/english-esl-worksheets/grammar/gerunds-and-infinitives/she-will-be- 


loved-maroon-5/106302 


COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 


1. 


2, 


3. 


4, 


5. 


What kind of trouble can a young woman aged 18 have? 

What is the meaning of “she belongs to someone else”? 

How can we say that the author is really interested in the person he is singing to? 
What is a broken smile? 


How do you interpret rainbows and butterflies? 


TENSES USED IN THE SONG: present simple 50%, simple past 40%, future perfect 10%. 


All of me (John Legend) 


Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73_ DOquGBD4&ab_channel=DopeLyrics 





This romantic song has several expressions that teacher can use in the classroom. Some of 


them are: “Smart mouth opinionated person), “head spinning” (crazy), “head under water” 


(under pressure) and “Can’t pin you down” (can’t understand). Some of the comprehension 


questions that can be used are: 


COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 


1. 


2: 


3. 


How can you explain the contradiction of something drawing you in and kicking you out? 
People use the expression “don’t know what hit me” why? In what scenarios? 


How can you explain “being under water and breathing fine”? 


. What is the meaning of loving curves and edges? 


What can you tell about the expression “cards on the table? 
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TENSES USED IN THE SONG: Present simple 60%, present continuous 10%, conditional 1 


10% and future 20%. 


As long as you love me (BSB) 
Recommended version: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLch6glos-U&ab_channel=Ron-akFerdous 
Boy band Backstreet boys released this song and it was an immediate success. This is a 
pretty unpretentious song and easy to listen to due to the simplicity of the lyrics. However, the 
song has a pop beat to it and students will be singing along for sure. Teachers can have students 
rewrite the song in a parody mode changing the lyrics based on a totally different topic: sports, tv 
shows, school, life, etc. 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 
1. Can you leave you life in someone’s hand? Explain your answer. 
2. Why can people say that you’re crazy and blind? 
3. What is the meaning of risking everything at a glance? 
4. Do you agree or disagree with someone who is not paying attention to another person’s 
history? Explain your answer. 
5. Do you think this song talks about a healthy and safe relationship? Explain. 


TENSES: Simple present 60%, simple past 30%, present perfect 10%. 


Complicated (Avril Lavigne) 


Recommended version: 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2WfxqOrncjc&ab_channel=AvrilLavigneMusicDiscovery 
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This song has for the most part informal English in the lyrics. However, it is a well known 
pop song that students may like. The song is a bout a person who is pretending to be someone 
else. Many people can relate to this idea within their lives or in someone’s they know. Therefore, 
starting a class discussion with this topic can be part of the warm up activity. Teachers need to be 
aware of the informal vocabulary this song lyrics has. It is necessary to mention the informal use 
of expressions like “gonna” the singer does as part of this poetic license, and the teach/explain the 
right way to say use this form of future tense. 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 
1. Mention 3 things that stress you out. 
2. Have you ever done something to impress a friend, girl/boyfriend or relative? 
3. Do you think people pretend to be someone else by wearing different clothes? Explain. 
4. What do you think of people that pose for the likes on social media? 
5. What are other ways for people to “fake it”? 


TENSES: Simple present 50%, present continuous 40%, present perfect 5%, simple past 5%. 


OTHER SONGS THAT CAN BE USED WITH INTERMEDIATE ESOL STUENTS: 
Hotel California (The eagles) 


Recommended version: 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4dSZD3YQ_ Mé&ab_channel=G8WAYLYRICS 


Billie Jean (Michael Jackson) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B02LXuKWGTI&ab_channel=JezMorcilla 
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ADVANCED 

At this level, students are expected to have full dominion of all grammatical tenses, 
modes, forms and structures in English. Students at this level are expected to be able to have 
conversations about any given topic in a fluent and clear way using the right words for the 
adequate context. Phrasal verbs and idioms are part of what advanced students will be constantly 
learning throughout their lives as ESOL students. These are some songs and activities that can be 
used in learning environments to encourage class discussion, work and develop reading and 
writing skills and higher communicative skills like analysis, critique and proposing of ideas based 
on a topic given which can match the B2 and C1 level according to the classification of Council 
of Europe (2001). Teachers have at this point several ideas to use in the classroom in terms of 
activities to develop with song lyrics. On this section, only comprehension questions and 
grammar tense description will be described. Some songs and activities that can work at this 


level are: 


Where is the love (Black Eyed Peas) 
Recommended Version 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wvEQxx8KFwcézab_channel=BEAUTIFULLYRICS 





NOTES: Teachers must explain informal expressions like “ain”t” and the right way to use. 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

1. Mention 3 main problems in the world in the current days. 

2. Why is it important to give love in indiscriminate ways? 


3. What are some modern ways in which people discriminate? 
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4. What are some ways in which we can show acts of kindness every day? 
5. The song suggests that war offers dividends for some people. Do you agree with this 
statement? Explain. 


TENSES: Present Simple 90%, present continuous 10%. 


Don’t Stop me now (Queen) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKny_ia8Fvoé&ab_channel=pongaplayandsing 





NOTES: Teachers must explain informal expressions like “gonna” and “cause” as well as the 
right way to use those structures in English. 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
1. How do people usually have themselves a good time? 
2. What is that thing, activity or hobby that makes you feel floating around in ecstasy? 
3. The singer compares himself to many things. Mention at least 3 and explain why the 
singer compares himself to those images. 
4. What type of activities you feel like doing when you listen to the lyrics of this song? 
Explain your answer. 
5. If you had to describe this song in 3 words: which words would you use and why? 


TENSES: Present Simple 40%, present continuous 50% and future tenses 10% 


English Man in NY (The Police) 


Recommended version: 





https: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXt4ikEdBEséab_channel=WKADESIGNS 


COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
1. What do you think about immigration? 
2. “It takes a man to suffer ignorance and smile” what do you think of this line? 
3. “At night a candle is brighter than the sun”, what is the meaning of this statement? 
4. Do you think is it a good piece of advice to confront your enemies? 
5. What does it take to “be yourself”? 


TENSES: simple present 95%, future tenses 5%. 


They don’t care about us (Michael Jackson) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spPz5LSxdqw&ab_channel=Lyrics TUBE 





COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 
1. Who is “they” referring to? 
2. What is “the truth”? 
3. What is it referring to when saying “dog food”? 
4. What are the stereotypes addressed to when using “don’t you black me or white me”? 
5. What do Roosevelt and Martin Luther K. have in common? 


TENSES: 20% Conditional 2, Simple present 60%, Present continuous 20%. 


Born in the USA (Bruce Springsteen) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDCP8m78FhQ&ab_channel=philip0097 





COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 
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. What is the meaning of “dead man’s town”? 


. What type of situations can make a person end up like “a dog that’s been beat too much”? 


Explain your answer. 
What is the context behind the expression “yellow man”? 
Did the singer get the job at the refinery? Explain your answer. 


Using words from the song explain if the singer is happy with his life or not. 


TENSES: Simple past 70%, Simple present 20%, present continuous 10%. 


Gangster’s paradise (Coolio) 


Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWIDXZ9ZVpQ&ab_channel=songlyrics 





NOTE: This is probably one of the most famous rap songs in the history of pop music. However, 


teachers need to be aware of the many slang expressions that are used in the lyrics. Once again, 


the oral slang expressions must be explained as well as the right way of speech in grammar terms. 


COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 


1. 


2, 


4, 


5. 


What do you think it means “walk through the valley of the shadow of death”? 


What type of things are lined in chalk? 


. The singer is talking about respect in that world. What verses can you quote to support 


that idea? 
What do you think the singer in the song is praying about by the street light? 


What is your opinion about the statement: “too much television got me chasing dreams”? 


TENSES: Simple present 40%, Present continuous 40%, future 20%. 
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Zombie (The Cranberries) 


Recommended version: 


https: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=_X219gs39d48zab_channel=DopeLyrics 


Interpretation and context of the song in the following link: 

https: //www.lyricinterpretations.com/the-cranberries/zombie 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
1. What is the meaning of “head hangs lowly”? What emotion is involved in that image? 
2. How can you explain the “silence caused by violence”? 
3. Who are the “zombies”? 
4. How is it possible to state that this song is a “protest” song? Cite verses form the song? 
5. What do you think happened in 1916? 


TENSES: Present continuous 65%, present simple 35%. 


Another day in Paradise (Phil Collins) 
Recommended version: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiUQESbJKFU&ab_channel=m86016 





COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 
1. What do you think of indifference against people on the street? 
2. What reasons or situations can lead a person to live on the streets? 
3. What does the man in the song do to ease his conscious? 
4. How can you explain the expression “another day in paradise”? 


5. Why do you think is it suggested to think twice in the song? 
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TENSES: Simple present 80%, present perfect 20%. 


Other resources about how to use songs to teach English can be: 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fwrD70WeSzs&ab_channel=TheBeatlesTheBeatlesC 


analoficialdeartista 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K puEcHqyOik&ab_channel=TESOLTips 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHjLXDStilo&ab_channel=OnTESOL 





Chapter 5: Conclusions 


Teaching English is a constant search for new strategies in order to have students learn in 
more effective and proactive ways. Many times, students feel overwhelmed when they see the 
amount of words, expressions, idioms and phrasal verbs that English has. There are also times 
when students want to give up on learning because they want to believe that they are not made to 
learn English. Music is what can change those minds. 

The methodology of implementing music in the classroom is not only unique but also, 
leverages all resources teachers can utilize in ESOL learning environments. The development of 
this thesis is the confirmation of what was just an assumption at the beginning of the process: 
Music is powerful and can have positive effects on people. Scientific evidence is at hand and can 
confirm the health, memory, learning, therapy and encouraging properties of music in patients. 

ESOL students may encounter difficult moments when learning English. Learning a new 
accent, new phonemes, syntax and culture is a challenge that overwhelms students constantly. 
Teachers are planning their lessons all the time and doing research to find what is trendy in the 
teaching world and what can be used in their lessons and help their students learn in better and 
more efficient ways. One of the most commonly used tools to build the bridge between learning 
the language and students” needs is music. 

However, music has an infinite number of genres and not all of them work with students. 
Students are easily influenced by social media and the modern trends of dancing in short clips 


with pop songs in the background. It is undeniable that pop culture and music are mas media 
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products that easily produced and consumed by people of all ages, races, countries, religion or 
political orientation. 

Pop culture influences every social sphere. Pop art is on the streets of NY, Tokio o Paris. 
Pop music is used in some of most famous movies like Rocky, Pulp Fiction, Risky Business or 
even Disney classic films like The Lion King or the Little Mermaid. Teachers have hundreds of 
options of pop references to be used in learning environments so students develop communicative 
skills in a more comfortable and familiar context. 

Students have constant and easy access to pop culture with the use of technology. 
Smartphones are a powerful tool that can be an extension of pop songs used in the classroom. A 
good selection of pop songs and class activities to be developed in ESOL lessons, can lead 
students to practicing on their free time with their phones and contribute to autonomous learning. 
Students can become teachers when they get excited with a powerful pop song that cannot wait to 
be shared with their peers. Their peers will have questions about those pop songs and students 
will learn in extremely powerful ways when owning the song and explain everything about it. 
Students can practice, learn and teach their peers effortlessly thanks to the use of pop music in the 
classroom. 

Teachers have an influential tool with the information collected in this thesis that can be 
implemented in their English lessons. I hope this information can be used in learning 
environments with ESOL students from around the world and teachers can make this thesis their 
own by contributing with ideas, different comprehension questions or other songs that can be 


utilized in TESOL and published on a web page or a smartphone app in the future. 
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